
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 14, 2017 
--- 

 
** Media Alert [From the Fishing Communities Coalition] ** 

Commercial Fishermen Register Concern Over House MSA Markup 
 

Note: To speak with a representative of the Fishing Communities Coalition regarding 

the Magnuson-Stevens Act, contact John Bray at (202) 618-3364. 

 

As the House Natural Resources Committee prepares to markup Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) 

reauthorization legislation this Tuesday and Wednesday, the Fishing Communities Coalition (FCC) 

has sent a letter expressing concern over the Committee’s approach and urging them not to advance 

MSA legislation without sufficient bipartisan input and support.  

 

This summer and fall, four FCC members testified before House and Senate Committees on MSA 

reauthorization, offering the perspective and priorities of community-based, small-boat commercial 

fishing organizations with a shared commitment to the sustainable management of U.S. fisheries. 
 

Priorities for MSA Reauthorization – The Fishing Communities Coalition 

 

To support our nation’s fishermen, their communities, and our domestic fishing and seafood 

industries, a reauthorization bill must:  

• Maintain strong, science-based management, including robust rebuilding timelines and 

annual catch limits for all major fisheries and across all sectors.   

• Improve science through more frequent stock assessments, improving assessment of data-poor 

stocks and increasing collection of real-time information.  

• Strengthen requirements to reduce bycatch. 

• Strengthen accountability through more comprehensive monitoring and more complete catch 

information from commercial, charter, and private angler fishing.   

• Provide stability to fishing communities by providing access through community fishing 

associations for current fishermen and the next generation. 

• Provide specific direction and requirements for councils to incorporate ecosystem-based 

management, including protections for forage fish. 

• Include innovative and cost-effective approaches to monitoring and accountability, including 

more widespread use of electronic monitoring and reporting. 

 

 

tel:(202)%20618-3364
https://t.e2ma.net/click/vopry/necwin/fkzfve
https://t.e2ma.net/click/vopry/necwin/vc0fve


 

 

 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
Ben Martens, Executive Director 
ben@mainecoastfishermen.org | (207) 956-0752 
 
PRESS CONTACT 
Kendra Jo Grindle 
kendrajo@mainecoastfishermen.org | (207) 619-1129 
 

 
About MCFA: The Maine Coast Fishermen's Association (MCFA) is a nonprofit organization founded 
in 2006 and led by commercial fishermen who, as stewards of the marine ecosystem, promote and 
advocate for the restoration of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem while balancing the needs of Maine’s 
iconic fishermen and fishing communities. The Fishermen’s Association works to provide a voice for 
fishing communities, strengthen the health of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem, and help maintain the 
viability of fishing businesses through advocacy, education, outreach, and collaborative research 
projects. For more information please visit www.mainecoastfishermen.org. 
 
About the FCC: The Fishing Communities Coalition is the united voice for small-boat, community-
focused, commercial fishermen from around the country who strive to bring their stewardship vision 
to bear on national issues. We believe that together, fishermen from around the United States who 
believe in community-focused ideals, science-based management and forward-looking policies can 
build a national movement that protects fish, fishermen and fishing communities for this and future 
generations. 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/vopry/necwin/7p2fve

